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John A. Harris
March 18, 1925 — October 27, 1995

John Harris was born and raised in Denver. He graduated from Colorado State University and was a Senior Planning
Engineer for the city of Denver.

John and his wife, Naomi, have two children, Jay (John, Jr.) and Melanie.

Harris came onto the chess scene in Denver soon after CSCA’s inception in 1958, His contributions to Colorado Chess
in the 1960°s and early 1970°s helped form the organization that is enjoyed today by Colorado chess players. Other or-
ganizers of that era were John Howell, Bob Shean, George Pipiringos, George Bailey, Pat Mahoney, and Caswell Silver.
This group brought the U.S. Open to Snowmass at Aspen in 1968, numerous Grandmaster simuls to Denver including
Bobby Fischer in 1964, and the Fisher-Larsen World Championship Quarter Final Match in 1971.

Harris was the first Historian of Colorado State Chess Association. “Reflecting Back™ was a series of historical columns
he wrote in the CSCA Bulletin (1977-1978). John also wrote a column in the March-July 1983 Colorado Chess Inform-
ant entitled, “Colorado Open History™, an Obituary to Caswell Silver in the January 1989 Colorado Chess Informant, and

“Chess at Lowry AFB Fades Away™ in the October 1993 Colorado Chess Informant. Much of the known history of
CSCA at that time is from John's writings,

Other highlights of Harris’s contributions to Colorado Chess:

1962-64 Secretary of the Denver Chess League (which sponsored biweekly team matches between a large number of
local clubs)

1963-1967 Secretary of CSCA

1966-1967 President of the Denver Chess League

President of the Colorado State Chess Association from 1968-1970 and 1971-1972

1975 CSCA Board member and 1976-77 Vice-President of the CSCA

Alternate Delegate to USCF from Colorado from 1976-1977

Harris was on the committee with Royal Franklin to get CSCA “tax-exempt” status in 1976

Colorado State Tournament Director for USCF for 8 terms

Permanent Member and Team Captain for CSCA Traveling Team
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Along with others and John Howell, Harris founded the Colorado Junior Championship Tournament in 1967 and was its
Tournament Director from 1967-1969.

John Harris (along with John Howell) was instrumental in bringing the U.S. Open to Snowmass at Aspen in 1968 and
was the Official Host at the event.

Also in 1968, Harris direcied the Denver Open and founded the Lowry Air Force Base Championship by contacting Jo-
seph F. Sparling, who was directing very informal chess activity at the Air Force Base, and together they set up a tourna-
ment which involved 16 men, the top two to go to the Air Training Command Tournament. Harris directed the Lowry
Air Force Base tournament for many years. (Lowry won four years in a row from 1972-1975, Donald Sutherland, was
the Individual 1.5, Armed Forces Champion and Colorado State Champion in 1973.) The Lowry Air Force Base Cham-
pionship lasted many years until the base closed in 1994,

Harris was the Admissions Director for the 1971 Fischer-Larsen World Championship Quarter Finals Match and played
tennis with Bobhby Fischer during breaks of the match.

Harris established the chess prison program and team at Colorado State Prison in Canyon City and set up their Chess
Library.

John designed the artwork for every Commemorative plague given out at Colorado Tournaments, 1970-1980s.

From 1969-1975, he served on a 3-man USCF Merit Committee which presents Honor Awards to individuals across the
nation who have distinguished themselves by their dedication and service o chess.

Harris was the Founder and Team Captain of the Glenarm Chess Club and the Director of the Explorer Scouts Chess
Olympics in 1970 and 1972,

Harris, a Class C rated player, was the first official recipient of the Appreciation Award in 1974,

John Arberia Harris, Sr. passed away on October 27, 1995,

Harris and George Piperingos - 1975

Bent Larsen and John Harris at 1968 Larsen Simul

SIMULTAMEOUS CHESS EXHIBITION

BENT LARSEN
Danish and L. 5. Open Champion
wpornaisd ke
May - D & F University Hills

Shopping Center, Thisd Floor
700 Colorade Boulevard

Asranged by Colorodo Stote Cheas Assaciation,
John A Haorrls, Preskdent
U, & Chess Federation,
John A& Howsll, Begiomnal Vics President
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COLORADO STATE CHESS ASSOCIATION

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED STATES CHESS FEDERATION

CSCA MEWSLETTER Vol 1, Mo 2 May, 1974

APPRECIATION OPEN

May 25, 26, 27, 1974
Sponsored by C5CA

Dedicaoted To
JOHN
HARRIS

JOHM A, HARRIS: Secrefary of Denver Chess Leogue 1942-1784; President of Denver Chess League

1 P46-47; Secratary of the Colorode Stote Chen Aw'n 1963-67; President of the Colomds Stote Chess
Am'n | P67-1967, 1970=1971; Colorads State Director for the United States Chens Faderation. .7 temns;
Original Founder and Team Coptain of the Glenarm Chess Club; Parmanent Member ond Team Captain
of the C.5,C.A, Traveling Team; Fourder of the Colorado State Junior Chompiomhip Toumament, , .
alia the Diector of this Toumament for 1967 -88-4%; Imitrumental in bringing the Uinited Stotes Oipen
to Colorade in 1988, whare John werved as Official Host; Founder of the Lowry ALF.B, Champiomhip
Toumament, which he hos Directed for the Lost & yean; Director of Explorer Scoun Chess Olympica
1970, 1972; Director of the Denver Open 1968; Dimctor of Multiple 30-30 Tounaments; Admisicns
Director for the World Semi=finols Match Between Flicher/Lanan, 1971; Initrumental in Establithing
the Chess Team at the Colorodo State Priion ot Cannan City, Including the Founding of thelr Chess
Library; Hm Designed Art Wark for Every Commemomnitive Plogue Gilven Out ot Colomdo Toumoments,

The primary problem encountered when wiiting a festimonial for @ man such as John Harris b knowing
when o stop the credih; they seemingly go on ond on forever. John Is Involved. He alwoys finds
the time ond energy for one more chore, one mone commithes, one more office.

For some time now, John has served on o three-man United States Chess Federation Commities, . the
Merit Committes. These men wearch out, investigste ond present Honor Awards to Chess Playen
accroms the nation who have distingulshed themselves by their dedication and service 1o Ches. Whaen
amon |lke John Harris, with his own recond, s utilized to hond cut the owards, thoie winnen must
be mwally something eliel

All of the Chess Ployen in the Rocky Mountain Region owe John Harrls o debt of grotitude; we here
in Colorada o Intensely proud to howe him. Thank you, John,

APPRECIATION OFEN OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM - PAGE |5

May {974 CSCA Newsletier cover

Front of 1971 Fischer - Larsen Match Reverse of 1971 Fischer-Larsen Match
Entry Pass - signed by Harris Entry Pass - signed by Fischer and Larsen
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Planning the 1968 US Open - from program book
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1977 US Junior Invitational - seated from lefi ro vight - Joln A, Harris, Bob Shean, Rod
Avery (Assistamt TD), GM Isaac Kashdan (TD), John A. Howell, Gil Humphrey
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Aprif - May 1978 CS5CA Informant, page 15 -
Harris and son at 1978 Al Wallace Memaorial Traphy from 1960
tournament - John Harris, Jr.

ColoradoChess.com Page 77



Special 1ssue Calorado Chess Informant May 2024

Jalm at work at work as a Senior
Harris and Howell - 1977 Denver Planning Engineer for the city of Denver
Chess Cluh Breakfast Banguer

Johin at work as a Senior Planning
Engineer for the city af Denver
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A Tribute ta John Harris - Jan 1996
Colorado Chess Informani, page 20
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