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John A. Howell
November 6, 1911 — March 7, 2000)

John (Jack) Howell was born and raised in Worland, Wyoming.
In 1934, Howell attended the University of Wyoming.

Howell moved to Denver in the late 1930s. He joined the Army and was stationed in Okinawa where he ran a PX (a gen-
eral store of sorts) and served in the Pacific from 1943-1946 during WWIL,

In the late 1940s, Howell began his lifelong career as a Landman in the oil business.
John married Margaret Hellier in 1947; they raised four children and stayed married until John's death.

John's daughier Cathy remembers in late 1950°s that her dad played chess frequently at the YMCA in downtown Denver
at the Denver Chess Club. She recalls, “My mom would drive downtown w/me & Liz, and she would park and have us
run into the YMCA, up the staircase to an upper floor, and find Dad in the chess room, which was quite smoky & ill-
lighted.”

Highlights of Howell’s contributions to Colorado Chess:
Howell was CSCA President from 1964-1963,

John was a member of the Denver Chess Club for over 25 years, In 1963 the Denver Chess Club fell on difficult times;
financing was non-existent and membership dropped to 14 men. John launched a drive to save the Club and during the
next 8 years, held every office on the Board of Directors from President to Playing Team Captain. John also followed
through with CSCA’s negotiations with the Heart O° Denver for permanent meeting quarters there for the Denver Chess
Club. In 1975, Howell stepped in again to bail out the floundering Denver Chess Club which had gone through a number
of hardships including mismanagement, embezzlement, and loss of a meeting place. Also in 1975, Howell copyrighted
the Denver Chess Club name.

Howell made numerous trips to the USCF Headquarters in New York to lay the ground work for the 1968 US Open at
Snowmass at Aspen. Along with John Harris, Michael Ohnmact, and Dr. Harold Harvey, Howell was influential in pro-
moting the 1968 US Open at Snowmass at Aspen.

John was the USCF Region VII Vice-President from 1965-1969 and arranged for simuls in Denver during this time by
Sammy Reshevsky (twice), Larry Evans (twice), Bobby Fischer (1964), William Lombardy, Anatoly Lein, and Laszlo
Srabo,

He was a liaison between Denver Chess Club and Denver Petroleum Club to sponsor the Colorado Junior Championship
(1967-1974) and because of contributions from sponsors, no entry fees were required.
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Howell was Co-Chairman to General Chairman Caswell Silver for the 1971 Fischer-Larsen World Championship Quar-
ter Final Match in Denver, held on the Temple Buell College Campus (today Denver School of the Arts). Howell and
Silver wrote the checks to help get the match in Denver. This was first of its kind event held in the U.S. and made the
cover of Life Magazine and was also featured in Sports Hlustrated.

John acted as chairman of the 1977 U.S. Junior Invitational Championship held at the Denver Petroleum Club.

For his endless efforts to promote chess Howell was the recipient of the 4™ Annual Appreciation Award from CSCA in
1977,

Howell was the founder of the Sheridan, Wyoming YMCA chess program and for many years in the mid-late 1990s, he
generously donated a scholarship for an underprivileged child to attend Todd Bardwick’s Rocky Mountain Chess Camp,

Howell was a Class A rated player and as a TD, he directed the 1970 Denver Open.

John Ashby Howell, Jr. died ol cancer on March 7, 2000, at the University of Colorado Medical Center in Denver.

Denver lawyer and Howell's longtime friend, Walter Gerash, had this to say when John passed away:

“I was honored to help make his last ten vears enjovable by plaving each other informally

at our homes. He always encouraged many voung people to play chess and supported them

in their efforts financially. John and | aided Alex Fishbein with his transportation costs

and entry into European tournaments so that Alex could attain GM status. John was courteous
and a kind gentleman in all his personal and chessic endeavors. He will be sorely missed.”

Grandmaster Yasser Seirawan also had many Kind words about John in an email he sent to Todd Bardwick:

“Yes, I remember John Howell very well. His wife Margaret and daughter Cathy
showed me such kindness in my visit there in 1977, And ves I did stay at

their home. | also managed to see him in the 90's on a trip or two through
Denver,

He was a marvelous man and [ loved his stories. Remarkably, he never ran
out of them either. Yes, he had some nice ones abowt Bobhy (Fischer) and the comment | loved went like:

"All these folks were warning me about Bobby, Don't do i, don't get

involved! You'll regret it! Well Bobby was fine, he was more than fine, |

had no trouble with Bobby. You know wiv? Well I'll tell you why, 1 just

gave him everything he wanted, When he ordered one steak, 1 bought him two! Of
course winning 6 - 0 helps a lot ..."

Please do convey my deepest condolences to Margaret and her family. Let them
know I cherish my memories of their hospitality and how enormously
appreciative | am of their many kindnesses to me.”

Awographed Fischer Denver Simul entry card
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Aprift-May 1977 CSCA Bulletin - page 3

Bob Shean vs. Joln Howell - Nov 1976 - Denver Chess Club

Planning

The
Open

John Howell - 1935

LS. Open in Aspen Snowmass 968

Planning the 1968 US Open
Sfrom program book

-

John Howell - Oct 1976
Devver Chess Club

Harris and Howell - 1977 DCC
Breakfast Banguet
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1977 US Junior Invitational - seated from lefi to right -
John A, Harris, Bob Shean, Rod Avery (Assistant TD),

GM lsaac Kashdan (TD), John A. Howell, Gil Humphrey
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Janwary 21, 1963 Rocky Mountain News
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Shean and Howelf - 1978
Coloradoe Jr. - Sr. Championship
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May 2024

Navember 27, 1963 letter from Sammy
Reshevesky to John Howell

1977 US Junior Invitational - John Howell (i),
Kenneth Regan fe), and GM Issac Kashdan {r)

2022 Sheridan Wyoming Open
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“A Tribute to Worland. ..
In Memory of Jack Howell”
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Tribute to Howell—Rocky Mtn, News

Rocky Min News - May 2, 1954, John Howell seated on the lefi
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