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John L. Watson

John Leonard Watson was born on September 3, 1951 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,

The Watson family moved to Omaha, Nebraska in 1960. John learned how to play chess from his father in 1962 when he
was 11 years old.

In the summer of 1965, John immersed himself in chess books to improve his game. His favorites were Modern Ideas in
Chess by Richard Reti and The Golden Treasury of Chess by LA, Horowite.

When he was 14, John entered his first rated tournament, the 1966 lowa Open in Des Moines; he finished in second
place, earning a 2161 rating. There were few tournaments in Omaha in those days, so John traveled to Kansas City, Des
Moines, and Lincoln (Nebraska).

In 1969 Watson won the National High School Championship in New York, becoming the nation’s first ever High
School National Champion.

John moved to Denver in 1973 and on May 18, 1974, he opened The Chess House near downtown Denver at 138 West
5th Avenue with Chris Hendrickson. The Chess House rapidly became the center of chess activity in Denver. Checkers,
Scrabble, Go, and Backgammon were also popular there. GM Bent Larsen visited The Chess House; John helped organ-
ize the Bent Larsen Simul on July 18, 1974,

Watson was the editor of the Colorado Chess Bulletin from February 1974 to June 1975, before passing it to Bob
O Donnell. John also wrote many instructional columns for the Colorado Chess Bulletin during the 1970s, notably anno-
tating games for the 1977 Junior Invitational tournament held in downtown Denver at the Petroleum Club.

John won the Colorado Open in 1974 and 1975, He narrowly lost the State Championship on tiebreaks to Curtis Carlson
in 1976.

John closed the Chess House in early 1976 and moved to Berkeley, California.

Watson was awarded the International Master title in 1979, He is a United States Chess Federation Senior and Life Mas-
ter.

Watson has a degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of California in San Diego ( 1988) and worked as a
communications engineer for Hughes Network Systems.

After leaving engineering, Watson has made a chess career as a player, teacher, and author. His most famous students
are the 1997 World Junior Champion, GM Tal Shaked (who played in the 1998 1.5, Championships in Denver), Senior
Master Patrick Hummel (the 1999 National High School Champion), and Abby Marshall, a woman FIDE Master who
won the 2009 Denker Tournament of Champions, John has also taught other U.S, scholastic champions.
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John was awarded the United States Chess Federation’s Frank J. Marshall Award in 2008 and the USCF Outstanding
Career Achievement Award in 2020,

For all his lifelong chess accomplishments, Watson was inducted into the US Chess Hall of Fame in 2022 (along with
GM James Tarjan and the late Daniel Willard Fiske). https://www yvoutube.com/watch?v=SophxPY qtdk

John married Maura Giles-Watson, who teaches English Literature at the University of San Diego in 20013,

Tournament Success
Besides winning the 1979 U.S. High School Championship and Colorado State Championship in 1974 and 1975, Wal-
son has won numerous chess tournaments.

Watson played in the prestigious Lone Pine International tournament in 1976, 1979, and 1981.

John's best tournament result was winning the 1979 Bar Point Invitational in New York.

Watson also tied for first with Nick de Firmian in the 1981 American Open.

He played in the U.S. Championship in 2003,

Commentator

Watson was a commentator at the 1977 U.S. Junior Championships in Denver and the U.S. Championships from 2005-

2007.

John hosted a weekly Internet radio show "Chess Talk with John Watson' on Chess.FM, the radio arm of the Internet
Chess Club. He recorded hundreds of chess instructional videos for the Internet Chess Club,

Journalist and Author
Watson is likely best known for being one of the premier chess authors in the world.

Early in his career, John wrote the Chessman comics, which were illustrated by Chris Hendrickson and later Svein
Myreng,

He has written articles for about a dozen state magazines, European chess magazines, Chess Life, Inside Chess, and The
Week in Chess (London Chess Centre), among others. For twenty years he wrote a monthly theoretical column for
ChessPublishing.com. John contributed book reviews to The Week in Chess for fifteen years, and is currently the book
reviewer for Chess Life.

Watson has written over 30 chess books. His most famous are:

Secrets of Modern Chess Strategy, Advances since Nimzowitseh (1998) — won both
British Chess Federation and U.S. Chess Federation Book of the Year Award.

Chess Strategy in Action (2003) - the successor 1o Secrets of Modern Chess Strategy -
won the ChessCate Book of the Year.

These two books explore and theorize how chess has radically changed since the
early 20th century, and how old and supposedly "time-tested’ rules for the conduct
of play have been replaced by broader and revolutionary practice. Both books have
been translated into several languages.

Most of Watson’s books are on the Opening; he is best known Opening books are
on the English Opening and French Delense.
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English 1...P-K4 English
l...N-KB3 Systems

Books on the English Opening

English 1...P-K4 (1979)

English I...N-KB3 Systems (1979)
English 1...P-QB4 (1980)

English: Franco, Slav and Flank Defenses
(1981)

Symmetrical English: 1...c5 (1988)
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English 1...c5 English Franco, Slav and

1.P-QB4 Hank Defences
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- L. Others
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Book on the French Defense

Play the French (1984)

Play the French (New Edition) (1996)
Play the French, 3rd Edition (2003)
Dangerous Weapons: The French (2007}
Play the French, 4th Edition (2012)
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the French
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Other Opening books

Queen’s Gambit, Chigorin Defence (1981)

... Neb Simisch Variation, King's Indian Defense (1952)
Taimanov and Knight's Tour Benoni ( 1985)

4.Ned Gambit in the Queen’s Gambit Accepted and Slav (1986)
The Kan Variation of the Sicilian ( 1986)

The Big Book of Busts (1995) with Eric Schiller

The Unconventional King's Indian Defense (1997)

The Gambit Guide fo the Modern Benoni (2001)

Survive & Bear Annoying Chess Openings (2003 ) with Eric Schiller
How to Succeed in the Queen Pawn Openings (2006) with Eric Schiller
Mastering the Chess Opening, Volume 1 (2006)

Mastering the Chess Openings, Velume 2 (2007)

Mastering the Chess Openings, Volume 3 (2008)

Mastering the Chess Openings, Volume 4 (2010)

Chess Openings for Kids (2011) with Graham Burgess

A Sirategic Chess Opening Repertoire for Whire (2012)

Taming Wild Chess Openings (2015) with Eric Schiller

John also authored:

2nd Marshall International Chess Tournament, New York 1979 (1979)
U.S. Open St. Pauf, 1982 (1982) with Jim Marfia

1983 U.S. Open (1984) with Jim Marfia

1984 New York International (1984)
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Miles reading C Iwwmml comics Commentating at the 1977 US Junior
Championships in Denver
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John with Hikarn Nakamura and Chessman Comic
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Watson won the 1969 National High School Championship with a 7.5 score. This
was the first National High School Chess Championship tournament in the country.

[Event " 1969 National High School Championship”|

[Site “New York")

[[Date "April 12, 1969%]

[Round "?"]

[ White" James Cardamone (1843) -Northeast Catholic School, Philadelphia, PA”)
| Black" John Watson (2065) -Brownell-Talbot High School, Omaha, NE"]
[Result "0-17]

Game annotated by Joln Harvimann

l.ed 5 N3 d6 3.d4 exdd 4. Nxd4 N6 S.Nc3 g6 6.Bed Beg7 7.03 0-0 B.Qd2 Neb
9.0-0-0 Nxd4 (9...d5 is almost universally plaved today.) 10.Bxd4 Be6 11.NdS
Bxd5 12.exd5 Re8 13.Kb1 Qc7 14.Rel (Freeing the queen from its defensive du-
ties. 14.g4 allows Black to try and lure the queen with 14, Bh6!? (/4. Nxd3!? is
another idea: [5.8xg7 Kxg7 [6.c3 e6) 15.0Qc3 Nxd5 =+; 14.¢3 may improve:
14..00a5 15.Be3.) 14...a6 15.g4 b5 16.h4 Qb7 17.c4 bxcd 18.Bxed Rucd?!
19.Rxcd Qxd5 20.0c3? Ned! 21.0Qcl (21.0e3 Oxed 22.Bxp7 Kxg7 23 Rel Qeb
24.0xed OQxed+ 25 fued Ko=) 21..0xcd 22.BxgT Kxp7 13.fxed Qued+ 24.Kal
Rel 25.0d1 Re2 26.h5 Rad2 27.hé+ K8 28.0cl (Qc2 0-1

May 2024

All the following games are annotated by John Watson

Bob Shean was the 1963 & 1964 Colorado Open Champion and the 1959 & 1983
Denver Open Champion. Shean was also the President of the Colorado State Chess
Association from 1972-73 and then again from 1976-77.

[Event "1974 Al Wallace Memorial")
[Site "Denver, Colorado™)

[Date "March 31, 1974

| Round "5"]

| White "John Watson (2169)"|

| Black "Robert Shean (2006)" |
[Result *1-07)

L. ed 5 2. NI3 d6 3. d4 exd4 4. Nxd4 N6 5. Ned a6 6. Bed ¢6 7. Bb3 b5 8. 0-0
BeT 9. 14 QcT 10. 15 ¢5 11, Nde2 Bb7 12, NdS Bxd5 13, Bxd5 Nxd5 14, Qxd5
Oc5+ 15, OQxeS dxeS 16. Ne3 Nd7 17. Nd5 Bd8 18, a4 b4 19. Be3 RbS 20. b3 16
21. Bf2 g5 22, Rfd1 h5 23. Rd2 Rb7 24. Radl Rh7 25, Ned Be7 26. Ned Re7
27K BAS 28, Nd6+ Kd8 29. RdS Ke7 30. a5 Rg7 31. Ke2 Rh7 32, NeS+ Kel§
J3Nb6 hd 34, h3 RI7 35, Kd3 Rb7 36. Nxd7 Rfxd7 37. Ked Rdc7 38, Rd8+ K17
39, Rag Re6 40, Rdd8 Be7 41. Rh8 Kg7 42, Rac8 RxcB 43, Rxc8 Rd7 44. Be3
Rdl 45. Re7 KfB 46. Re6 Ral 47, Rxa6 Ra2 48. Kd5 Bd8 49, Bxc5+ KeB

50. Bb6 Bxb6 51. Rxb6 Rxa5+ 52, Ke6 1-0

Position after 20.0c3

Don Sutherland was the 1973 Colorado Open Champion and 1973 Individual U.S,
Armed Forces Chess Champion.

[Event "1974 Appreciation Open”)
[Site "Denver, Colorado™|

[Date "May 26, 1974"]

[Round "4"]

| White "John Watson (2212)"]

| Black "Don Sutherland (2312)"]
[Result "1/2-1/2"]

l.ed g6 2. d4 Bg7 3. Ned d6 4. BeS o6 5. Qd2 (a5 6. Bed NG 7. 4 bS 8. Bxf6
Bxft 9. NxbS OQxd2+ 10, Kxd2 cxb5 11. BdS Bxd4 12, Bxa8 e6 13. Nf3 Bho
14. e3 Kd7 15, ad bxad 16. Rxad Nab6 17, Nd4 Ne5 18, Hal Rd8 19, b4 K7
20. Neb Nxed+ 21, Ked RIB 22, Nxa7 NI2 23, Nb5+ Kd7 24. Rhal dS 25, Nd4
Kd6 26. h3 6 27. RT1 Ned 28, N3 g5 29. cd gafd 30. ¢5+ Nxe5 31. bxeS+ BaeS
32, Ra4 ¢5 33. Rd] BI5+ 34. Kb2 Rb8+ 35. Kal d4 36. Ra6+ Ke7 37, Rel Bd3
38, Ra5 Bb4 39, RaT+ Ked 4. Reo+ KI5 41, Bb7 Bed+ 42, Ka2 Rg8 43, Kal
Rg3 44. Rd6 Be2 45. Nhd+ Kg5 46. N3+ KI5 47, Nhd+ Kg5 48, Bed 1/2-1/2
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Watson clinches his first Colorado Open title with this last round victory over Bob
O'Donnell. O'Donnell was the 1967 Colorado Junior Champion and 1973 Denver
Open Champion.

|Event " 1974 Colorado Open™|

|Site "Denver, Colorado”)

[Date "September 2, 19747]

[Round "6")

[White "John Watson (2275)"]
[Black "Robert O'Donnell (2070)"]
[Result "1-0"]

1.ed ¢5 2. Ned Neb 3. 4 g6 4. NE3 Bg7 5. Bed d6 6. O-0 e6 7. 15 gxI5 8. exf5 d5
9, fxeb fxeb 10, BhS N6 11, d3 0-0 12, Bxe6 bxe6 13, Bgs Qd6 14, Qel BdT
15.00e5 Oxes 16, NxeS Be8 17. Nad Ned 18, Rx8+ Kxi8 19, Bf4 N6 20, Nxes
KeT 21. d4 k6 22. h3 Re8 23, ¢3 Nd7 24, Nexd7 Bxd7 25. Rel RI8 26. BeS Bxes
27. Rxe5 Ri6 28. Re2 Bel 29, RI2 Rgo 30. Nd3 Rg5 31. b4 Rg6 32, Ne5 Rgs
33. g4 Re8 34, hd Re7 35. Kh2 Rg8 36, Khd Rg7 37. RI3 Rgl 38, Kg2 Rg7

30, Rg3 Ko 40. K13 a5 41, g5+ hxgs 42, hags5+ KI5 43, bxas Ra7 44. g6 Bxgh
45, Nxg6 Rxas 46, NeT+ K6 47, Nxet Rxal 48, Ked 1-0

Curt Carlson edged oul Watson on tiebreaks to win the 1976 Colorado Open and
was the 1975 & 1979 Denver Open Champion. Carlson also won the 1976 Colora-
do Invitational - a tournament where all invitees had previously won a 1976 CSCA
tlournament.

|Event "1975 Colorado Open”|
|Site "Denver, Colorado")

[Date "September 1, 1975"]
[Round "5"]

| White " Curtis Carlson (2107)"]
|Black "John L. Watson (2313)"]
[Result "0-1"]

1. ed e6 2, d4 d5 3. Nd2 Nf6 4, €5 Nfd7 5. Bd3 5 6. ¢3 Nebh 7. Ne2 Qbo 8, NI3
cxdd 9. exd4 16 10, exfio Nxfo 11. 0-0 Bd6 12, Rel 0-0 13, Nc3 Bd7 14, Bg5
MNed 15 Bhd Nho 16, (b3 Nxdd4 17, Qxb6 Nxf3+ 18, gxf3 axbb 19, Kg2 NI5

20. Bg3 BeS 21, a3 Rf6 22, Radl Re8 23, Bbl Nxgd 24, hxapd Ref8 25. [ g5

26. Ned gxfd 27, Nafo+ Rxf6 28, gufd Rafd 29, 13 RI7 30. Rh1 Re7+ 31, KTl
Bh5+ 32, Bd3 Bd7 33. Rd2 Bed 34, Rg2 h6 35, RxgT+ Kxg7 36. Ke Br4

37. Rgl+ KI6 38. Rg6+ Ke7 39, Rp7+ Kdo6 40. b3 Be6 41, Bgb KeS 42, Kd3 K6
43. Rg8 Bb5+ 44, Ke2 Bel 45, Bh5 d4 46. Rd8 e5 47, Bgd Kgs 48, ad hs

49, Rg8+ Khd 50, BfS Bxf3 51. Kd3 Bd5 52. Rg7 Bxb3 53, Rxh7 Bxad 54, Rxb6
Bdl 55. Rg6 Bed 56. Bed Kgd 57, Rg8 Ki2 58, Ke2 Ked 59, Bh7 ed 60, Re8 d3+
0-1

May 2024

Position afrer 23...Nd7

This game was featured in Pal Benko's In the Arena column in Chess Life maga-
zine in Drecember 1980. Benko said Watson "ran away the top prize with a score of
8 1/2 points. Most of the time he won because of his superior theoretical
knowledge.”

| Event "Bar Point International”
[Site "Mew York")

[Date "July 1980"]

[Round "7"]

|White " Orest Popovych (2356)"]
[Black" John Watson (2374)"|
[Result"0-1"]

1. ed e6 2. d4 d5 3. Ne3 Bb4 4. 5 ¢5 5. a3 Bxed+ 6. bxed Ne7 7. OQgd Qc7
B.0xg7 Rg8 9. QxhT exd4 10, Kdl Nbet 11, NF3 dxed 12, Ng5 NxeS 13, [4 16
14. xe5 MugS 15, QhS+ Kd8! 16, Bxgs QeS5! 17. Qb4 (17, h4! Bd7 18. Rh3 Kc7!
19.Bxe7 Oxe7 20. Rxc3+ Beo 21. Rf3! Raf8! with a slight advantage. Popovych,
0. - Watson, J. New York 1981) 17... Rxg5! 18, Qxg5 Ke7! 19, Bd3 Bd7 20, g4
Rf8 21. Rel R3 22, Kel Rxd3 23. exd3 Of2 24, a4 Qb2+ 25, Kdl c2+ 0-1

ColoradoChess.com
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Shamkovich was a Russian Grandmaster who left the Soviet Union in 1975, mov-
ing first to Isracl, then Canada, and finally 1o the United States. He won the 1975
Canadian Chess Championship and was inducted into the World Chess Hall of
Fame in 2004,

[Event "1981 Edward Lasker Memorial®|
[Site "New York"]

[ Date "April 1981")

[Round "7"]

| White "John Watson {2489)"|

| Black "Leonid Shamkovich (2537)"|
[Result "1-0"]

1. ¢4 Nf6 2. Ne3 e6 3. ed d5 4. 5 Ned 5. Nf3 Neb 6. d4 Be7 7. Bd3 Nxe3 8. bxed
dxcd 9. Bxed Na5 10, Bd3 ¢5 11. 0-0 Bd7 12, Be3 exdd 13, exdd Be6 14, Nd2
Qd5 15. Qg4 g6 16. Bed Qd7 17. Racl Rd8 18, Rfd1 BdS 19, hd Ne6 20. hS Nbd
21. a3 Ne6 22. Re3 Bxed 23, Nxed NxeS 24, Qf4 Neb 25. d5 15 26. Red3 exd5
27. Rxd5 Qxd5 28. Rxd5 Rxd5 29, Ne3 Rd7 30. Qcd Rf8 31, Nd5 Bd6 32, BgS
BeS 33, g3 Rd6 34, Nf4 RIT 35, Nd3 Bdd 36. Bf4 Rdd7 37, hxgo hxgt 38, Qe+
Rde7 39, Qxgh Nd8 40. Bgs Bg7 41. Bxe7 Kxe7 42. Qg5+ Kd7 43. Qd2 K8

44. Qe3 a6 45. Qe8 B8 46.Qe5 BeT 47. Qd5 BfS 48. Ne5 Re7 49, Ned RfT

50. a4 Ke7 51, a5 4 52, Qe5+ Keb 53. Qb8 Kb5 54. NeS Neb 55. Nxeé Kxe

56. QeS8+ Rd7 57.0c8+ Re7 58. Qxf8 fxg3 59. Qf6+ Kd7 60. Qdd+ 1-0

Ron Henley achieved the IM title in 1980 and GM title in 1982, In the 19905 he
was a second, analyst, and trainer for former World Champion Anatoly Karpov in
several matches.

[Event " 1981 Edward Lasker Memaorial™]
[Site "New York"]

[Date "April 1981"]

[Round "10")

| White "Ron Henley (2480)"]

[Black "John Watson (2489)"|

[Result "0-1"]

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.NA2 N6 4.¢5 Nfd7 5.14 ¢5 6.¢3 Ne6 7.Ndf3 Qb6 8.3 16 9.Bd3
exdd 10.cxd4 BeT 11.Ne2 fxeS 12.fxeS 0-0 13,Nf4 Nxd4! 14.Nxd4 Nxe5 15.Ne2
Bh4+ 16.Bd2 Bxd2+ 17.Kxd2 Nxd3 18.Nxd3 €5 19.Kcl Bf5 20.Kb1 Rac8
21.Rf1 QbS 22.RxfS Rxf5 23.a4 Qb6 24.a5 QbS 25.Ra3 d4 26.Qh1 Ref8 27.Q¢4
Rf1+ 28.Ndel h6 29.Ka2 Qed+ 30.Rb3 Qad+ (30..Qad+ 31 Ra3 QbS 32N
Qcd+ 33.63 QeT) 0-1

Arthur Bisguier won the 1954 U.S. Championship and three U.5. Open titles
(1950, 1956, and 195%9). Watson and Bisguier tied for third place with Joe Bradford
and Tom Unger in the tournament, behind Andrew Soltis and William Martz.

[Event "1982 115, Open™]

[Site "St Paul, Minnesota” |

[Date "August 19, 1982"]

[Round "11"]

| White " Arthur Bisguier {2498)"|
| Black "John Watson (2503)"]
[Result "0-17]

l.d4 N6 2.ed g 3. Ned Bg7 4.ed4 d6 5.04 00 6.Nf3 5 7.Be exdd 8.Nxd4 Nab

9. Bed NesS 10.B63 Nfd7 11.0=0 e5! 12.Ndb5 exfd 13.Bxf4 Ne5 14.Be? Beb 15.h3
abh 16.Ndd Neh 17.Nxeh bxeh 1B Rel Qa5 19.Bd2 Qb6 20.Be3 Rad8 21.Khl
Qb8 22.B13 Be5S =+ 23.Nel a5 24.Nd4 Bd7 25.Bg4 QcB 26.Bxd7 Qxd7 27.0103
Rel 28.Red1 (Qe7 29.Rfel Rfel 30.B12 Qgs 31.0h3 Q7 32NM3T Bed 33.Bxes
(33.Ng5 Qxg5 34.0xc3 Nxed 35.013 15 -/+) 33...Bxel 34.Bxd6 Qxed—+ 35.Ng5
Ohd 36.0xh4 Bxhd 37.N03 BI6 38.a3 ¢5 39.Rd5 Red 40.h4 Bxb3 41.Bxe5 Red
41.MNd2 Bxh4 43.Kh2 Bgd+ 44. kgl Rel 45.501 Bel 46.Bh6 Rxcd 47.Bxas Bxas
48.Rxa5 Re2 49.Kh2 Ree? 50.Ra8+ Kg7 (-1
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Mick De Firmian achieved the Grandmaster title in 1985, He won the U.5. Champi-
onships in 1987 (with Joel Benjamin), 1995, and 1998 (in Denver). He tied for first
in 2002, but lost the playoff to Larry Christiansen. De Firmian is also a noted ex-
pert in chess openings as he wrote the 13th, 1dth, and 15th editions of Modern
Chess Openings.

[Event " 10th Annual People’s Tournament™)
[Site "Berkeley, CA"]

[Date "February 1983"]

[Round "7"]

| White "Nick De Firmian {2551)"|
|Black "John Watson (2491)"|

[Result "0-1"]

lL.ed eb 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 ¢S5 5.a3 Bxed+ 6.bxed Ne7 7.N13 Bd7 8.dxc5 Bad
9.Rb1 Nd7! 10.Rxb7 Nxe5 1L Rb4 QaS 12.8d4 00 13.Bd3 QcT! 14.0-0 (1414
a5 15.Rbl Ned-/+) 14...a5 15.Rxad [15.Bxh7+? Kxh7 16.0h5+ Kg# 17.Nb5 Bxb3
[B.Rhd {5 19.exfo Rxafb (Watson 84)] 15...Nxad4 16.QhS5 Ngb 17.N(3 Ne5 18.Bd2
(18.Ng5 ho 19.MxIT N4! 20.Bxi4 Oxi7—+) 18...Nxd3 19.¢xd3 Rab8 20.d4 Rb2
21.Bel N4 22.0p5 Ne2+ 23.Kh1 Qed 24.Nd2 Rxd2 25.0xd2 Ng3+ 26.hxgld
OQxfl+ 27.Kh2 Rb8 0-1

May 2024

Cirandmaster Peter Biyiasis was the Canadian Champion in 1972 and 1975, He was
a frequent training partner of Bobby Fischer in the late 1970s and early 1980s.

[Event "11th Annual People’s Tournameni™)
[Site "Berkeley, California"|

[Date "February 1984"]

| Round ")

| White "John Watson (2528)")

[Black "Peter Biyiasis (2540)"]

[Result "1-07)

1.d4 N16 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 S.NI3 00 6.h3 Nbd7 7.Be3 e5 8.d5 Kh8
9.Be2 Ng8 10.g4 Ndf6 11.Nd2! Ne8 12.h4 15 13.03! += fxgd 14.0xg4 5 15.N71!
Bf6 16.5 Be7 17.Ng3 Ng7 18.0d2 Bd7 19.0-0-0 Be8 20.Rdgl a6 21.h5+— gxh§
22.Nxh5 Bg6 23.Rh4! RI7?! 24.Ng3 Qf8 25.Rghl Ne8 26.BhS+— BxhS 27.RxhS
Qg7 28.N15 Qg6 29.Q¢2! (with the idea of Nhd, g6) 29...Ng7 30.Rxh7+ Qxh7
JLRxh7+ Kxh7 32.0¢4 RI6 33.g2x06 1-0

International Master Nikolay Minev was the Bulgarian Champion in 1953, 1965,
and 1966, Watson won the Brilliancy Prize for this game and had a perfect score
going into the last round of the tournament, which he lost to GM Walter Browne.

|Event " 1984 Natonal Open”)

[Site "Las Vegas, Nevada"|
[Tournament Dates " April 23-25, 1984"]
[Round "?"]

[White "Nikolay Minev (2412)"]
|Black "John Watson (2528)"]

[Result "0-1"]

1.d4 Ni6 2.c4 g6 3.Ne3 Bg7 4.¢4 d6 5.h3 0-0 6.Be3 e5 7.d5 a5 (TN at the time)
8.Bd3 Nab 9.Bc2 (9.Nge2 Nc5 10.Bc2 cb 11.a3 cxd5 12.cxd5 Bd7 13.b4 axb4
I4.axb4 Nab 15.Rbl Nh5 P. Cramling-Kindermann, Dortmund 1986; 16.g4 unclear
--Suba in ECO, but 16..Nf4 looks very comfortable for Black, and awkward for
White.) 9...Bd7 10.a3 Nh5 1123 Qe8 12.Rb1 5 13.exf5 pxf5 14.Bg5 hé 15.Bhd
NeS! 16.b4 axbd 17.axbd ed 18.bxeS (18.Nge2? Nd3+ 19.Bxd3 exd3 20.0xd3 4
21 g4 31—+) 18...Bxe3+ 19.Kf1 £4! 20.Ne2 (20.g4 Ng3+ 21 fxg3 fxgd+ 22 Kg2
Rf2+ 23 Kxg3 Rd2) 20...fxg3 21.Nxg3 [21 Nxc3 Rxf2+ 22 Kel Qe5 (22..e3)
23.Nxed Ra3 24 Bxg3 (24.0c! Rxc2) 24. Rxg3 25 Kxf2 (f4+]21...Nxg3+22.Bxg3
Q6 23.Kg2 Raf2+! 24, Kx2 RIB+ 25.Kg2 RI3 26.Rh2 (26.Rgl Rxgd+ 27 K12
Rxgl 28.0xgl Bd4+) 26...Rxg3+ 27.Kh1 Bxh3 28.Rb3 (28.Q¢2 Bd4,; 28.0gl
Bed! 29.0xg3 OQxgd 30.Rgl Oxgl+ 31.Kxgl Bxh2+ 32.Kxh2 Bf1) 28...Bg4 0-1

ColoradoChess.com

Position after 23.Kg2

Page 60



Special 1ssue Calorado Chess Informant

The Chess Palace, founded in 1990, is one of Southern California’s premier chess clubs
offering weekly tournaments, instruction, and large collection of chess books and mer-

chandise. David Bronstein, Walter Browne, Susan Polgar, and Eduard Gufeld are some
of the notable players who have visited the Chess Palace over the years.

[Event "Chess Palace March Championship”]
[Site "Long Beach, California”]

[ Date "March 14, 1993"] [Round "3"]

| White "John Watson (2430)"|

|Black "Juan Fong (2229)"]

[Result "1-07)

1.d4 d5 2.c4 ob I.NFI NIG 4.8¢3 e6 5.63 Nbd7 6.0c2 Bdo 7.24 Nxgd B.Rgl Nxh2
9.Nxh2 Bxh2 10.Rxg7 NiS! 1LRg2 BeT!? 12.e4 dxed? (12 Ng6! 13.Bg5 {6 14.8h6
+=) 13.Be3 b5 14.0-0-0 Bb7 15.d57! (15.¢54) 15...0eT! 16.00d2! b4 (16._cxd5

1 7. Mxb5: 16..0-0-0 17.0d4 Ng6! 18.0xa7 BbE with an unclear position.) 17.Na4!?
(17.d6!7) 17...cxdS 18.BcS Bd6 19.0Qxb4 0-0-017 (19 Bxc3! 20 Nxc5= Rc8!?
(20...Beti) 21.0xb7 Oxe5 22.exd5 +=) 20.Bxed (20.Rg7 Ngb 21 .exd5 also unclear)
20..Ngb 21.exd5 Nf4?! 22 Rg3! += Nxd5 (22 _exd5 23 Red (0c7 24 Bxdé Rxdb

25 Kbl +=) 23.Bxd5 BxdS? (23, exd5 24 Bxdb OQxdd 25 Nes+-) 24.Red Kd7
25.Rxd5 exd5 26.0b5+ Ke7 27.Bbh6+ Kb 28.Bc7+ 1-0

May 2024

Gata Kamsky just turned 19 at the time of this game. Two years later he was ranked 4th
in the world, Kamsky lost to Anately Karpov in the final of the 1996 FIDE World
Championship.

[Event " 1993 World Open”|

[Site "Philadelphia, Pennsylvania]
[Date "July 2, 1993"] [Round "2"]
| White "John Watson (2459)"]
|Black "Gata Kamsky (2797)"]
[Result "1/2-1/2"]

L.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 do 5.N63 0-0 6.h3 e5 7.d5 Nh5 8.Nh2 (Qe8 9.Be2
Nf4 10.BI3 15 11.g3 Nxh3 12.Bg2 14 13.N13 g5 14.Bxh3 g4 15.Bg2 (15.Nh4 gxhd
16.g4 h3!) 15...gxf3 (15...7xg3?! 16.Nh4!) 16.Qxf3 Qg6 17.Bh3! Na6? (17...fxg3!
18.0Qxg3 OQxg3d 19.0%g3 Bxh3 20.Rxh3 Nd7 21.g4! +=; 17...Bxh37! 18.Rxh3 Nd7
19.Bd2 RI7 20.00h1!) 18.Bxc8 Raxc8 19.247 (19.oxf4! extd (19 Nbd 205! Ne2+

2L Kd! Nxal 22.0h3) 20.Bd2'+) 19...e6! 20.Rh5?! (20.b3! 1s unclear) 20...Nb4! (now
Black has the upper hand) 21.Kd2?! (21.0Qd1 exd5! 22.a3 Ne2+! 23.0xc2 d4 -/+)
Zl...cxd5 22.exdS Red 23,03 Rdd+ 24.Ke2 Nel (24, Rd3! 25 axbd Rxf3 26 Kxi3 |
thought this might be okay, but in the cold light of day Black is winning.) 25.Rb1 Red
(If 25.. .Rxd5, White has 26. Nxd5!7? Ndd+ 27 Kd3! QxhSs 28.gxhd Nxfi 29.Bd2)
26.0h1 Nxa3?! (26, Ndd+! 27 Kd3 Qxgd 28.13 QcB!) 27.bxal Rxe3! (27...03+
28.Kd3=) 28.03! b6 29.Bd2! Red 30.g5! Rfc8 31.0h3 (A complex game. We both
played pretty poorly, but the moves weren't obvious and we were in some time trouble
early on.) ¥4

Position after 19...0-0-0

Josh Blovmer vs, John Watson
2019 Denver Open
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Watson and Gufeld tied for third place with Jack Peters, Scrgey Janovsky, Roland
Eskstrom, and William Duckworth. Grandmaster Gufeld is one of the most prolific
chess authors of all time, writing over 80 chess books,

[Event " 1995 American Open”|

[Site "Los Angeles, California”]

[Date "November 24, 1995"] [Round "3"]

| White "John Watson (2444), FIDE - 2395"|
[Black "Eduard Gufeld (2591), FIDE - 2435"]
[Result *1-07)

1. d4 NI6 2. ¢4 g6 3. Ne3 Bg7 4. e4 0-0 5. N3 d6 6. h3 a6 7. Bed ¢6 8. Bel b5
9. a3 Nbd7 10. 0-0 bxed 11. Bxed dS 12. exd5 Nbo 13. Ba2 cxd5 14, Ne5 Beb
15. (e2 Ne8 16. Nd3 Be8 17. Ne5 eb 18. Rfd1 Nd6 19. Br4 Nbed 20, Bxed Nxed
21. b3 Ndb 22, BeS Bhb 23, QF3 NI5 24. Ra2 Nh4 25, Q6 Qxflo 26. Bxfb NIS

27. g4 Bg7 28, BxgT Nug? 29, Kg2 6 30. b4 h5 31. 13 hxgd 32, hxgd Ra7 33.Rhl
5 34. Nd3 fxpd 35, fxgd Re7 36. Ne2 Bd7 37. Ne5 Be§ 38. Rel Rb7 39, Re8 g5
40, Rac2 Bb5 41. Ngl Ne8 42, Ngf3 Rg7 43, Rd8 Nfo 44, Rxf8+ Kxf8 45, Re8+
Bel 46. Ra8 Ned 47. Nd3 Ke7 48, Rxab K6 49. Ra® BbS 50, Nc5 Nxe5 51, bxeS
Bd3 52, Ne5 Bed+ 53.K12 Rb7T 54. ¢6 Rb2+ 55, Ked Rb3+ 56. Kd2 Rb2+ 57.Ked
Re2+ 58. Kbh3 Ke7 59, RaT+ KeB 60. ¢7 1-0

Ivanov won the tournament by half a point. This was Igor's only loss - no draws.
Ivanov won the U.S. Grand Prix many years.

[Event "1997 Lina Grumette Memorial Day"|
[Site "Irvine, California” |

[ Date "May 25, 1997"]

| Round "3"]

| White "John Watson (2423)"|

| Black "lgor Ivanov (2522)"]

[Result "1-07]

l.d4 Nf6 2.ed eb I.Nc3 Bbd 4.3 5 5.Ngel d6 6.a3 Bas T.Rb1 Ne6!? (7. Nab!?)
8.d5!7 (B.b4! cxbd 9.axb4 Bxb4 10.Rxbd Nxbd 11.0ad+ Neh 12.d5 +=) B..NeT
(B...exd5! Y.cxd5 Ne5) 9.b4 Bb6 10.Ng3 exb4 11.axb4 a5 12.Ba3! 0-0 13.Be2
exd5 14.Nxd5!? NexdS 15.cxd5 axb4 16.Bxb4 Ba5 17.0-07! Re8?! (17...Bxb4

| &.Rxb4 Qa5 19.Rb5 +=) 18.Ba3! Re5 19.Bi3 Re8 20.Bb2 Nd7 21.Bgd! Nes
22.Bxc8 Qxe8 (22 RxcB? 23 Nh5+) 23.Rel (23.Nh5!? 6 24.0013) 23...06 24.Rc4!
b57 (24 Bd&!+) I5.Regd KI8 26.Rh4! hé 27.0h5 Qb7 28.N15! Red (28 Oxds
29 Bxf6! Ned 30.Rd1+-) 29.Bx16! Rxhd 30.0xhd gxfo 31.0xf6+ Ke8 (31047
32.0xd6+ Ked 33.0c6+) 32.NeT+ 1-0

A few months before this tournament, at age 22, Polgar beat FIDE World Champi-
on Anatoly Karpov in an exhibition match, 5-3,

[Event " 1998 LS. Open™|

|Site "Kona, Hawaii"|

[Date "August 4, 1998"]

[Round "4"]

[White "John Watson (2388), FIDE - 2398"|
[Black "Judit Polgar (2620), FIDE - 2715"]
[Result "1/2-1/2"]

1.d4 N6 2.e4 e6 3N o5 4.Ned exdd S.Nxdd Neb 6.g3 Obo 7.Nb3 Ned 8.3 15
9.0e2 a5 10.Bg2 a4 11.Nd4! Be5 (11, Nxd4 12.exd4 OQxd4 13.0-0 with an attack)
12.8db5 00 13.0-0 NeeS 14.Rb1 h5 15.b4! axb3 16.axb3 Qd8 17.b4 Be7 18.¢5
hd 19.e4! fxed 20.Nxed hxgd 21 hxgd Nf6 23 Nxfo+ Bxfo 23814 N7 24.Bed!?
(24.Qh5!) 24...Ng5! 25.Bg6? (25.Bxg5 Bxg5 26.Nd6) 25...Nh3+ 26.Kg2 Nxfd+
27.2xf4 BpS! 280507 (28 Nd6 Bxfd 29.0h5 Qg5+ 30.0xg5 Bxg5 31.Ral Rb&
32.b5+) 28...Bh6! 29.Rb3 b6 30.Nd6 bxeS 31L.Rh1! (31.fxed dxed 32.bxes Qg5+
33.Rg3 Qxci=) I1...exb4! (31...QcT 32.Rxh6! gxh6 33.0h54+-) 32.Rxh6?
(32.0g4!) 32...Qg5+ (32...gxh6 33.Rg3+—) 33.Rg3 Qxho6 34.RhI? (34.1xeb!?
dxet 35 NxcB RGB! is unclear) 34...0g5+ 35.Rg3 OQh6 36.Rh3 Qg5+ 37.Rgd !4
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Julio Becerra Rivero (born in Cuba) achieved the Grandmaster title in 1997

[Event "1999 Linares Tournament")

[Site "Linares, Spain"]

| Tournament Date "February 21 - March 10, 1999"] [Round "7"]
| White "John Watson, FIDE - 2420"|

|Black “Julio Becerra Rivero, FIDE - 2550"

[Result "1-0"]

1.d4 Ni6 2.4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 00 5./4 d6 6,803 Nab6 7.8d43 Bed 8.Bed Nd7
9.h3 Bxf3 1000Qx03 5 1.dxeS dxeS (11, Ndes 12.0-0-0") 12,05 Nde5 (12...gx05
13.exi54—: 12, Bho!? 13.0-0-0! Bxed+ 14.0xe3 ¢b 15 h4!74) 13.Be2 Nd3+
(13..Bho? 14.Rdl; 13 gxi5 1d.exf3 ed 15.0g3! KhE 16.0-0+) 14.Bxd3 Qxd3
15.Rd 1 OQxecd 16.f6 BhE 17.8d5 Rfd8 18.b3! OQc2 (18..0b37 19.ad Qus+ 20.Bd2
(Jc5 21.b4 Qcd 22.Re] Qd4 23.Bc3 Qcd 24 Bb2 Qa2 25.0a3! Qxal 26.Bxai+-)
19,00 Oxa2 20.Bh6é Rxd5 21 Rxd5 Nb4 22.Rxe5 Neb 23.Rd5 ReB 24.0¢3 Qab
25.65 Qb6+ 26.Kh1 a5 27.Rd7 (27 e6!) 27...0b5 28.0cd OQxed 29.bxcd Rxes
J0.Rxc7 Re8 31.Rxh7 ad 32.Re7 Nd4 33.Re7 (33 .Re7 Ral 34.Rfel Neb
I5.R1xeh) 1-0

May 2024

This game was playved at the Mechanics” Institute Chess Club in San Francisco, the
oldest continuous operating chess club in the United States that opened in 1854,
Owver the years, the Mechanics” Institute has hosted many national and international
lournaments,

|Event "Falconer Scheveningen Team Mat”|

[Site "Mechanics' Institute - San Francisco, California®|
[Date "March 15, 1999"] [Round "4"]

[White "John Watson (2494)")

[Black "Ronald Cusi (2424)"|

[Result "1-0"]

1.d4 d5 2.ed eb 3803 NE6 4.8Ne3 eb 5.Bg5 hoé 6.Bh4 dxed T.ed g5 8.Bgd bS
0.Qc2!? Nbd7 [9...g4 10.Ne5 Qxdd 11.Rd] 71 .Be2) 11...0Qc5! (11...0b6 [2.B22)
12 RdE+17 Kxd8 13 Nxf7+ KeB 14.Nxh8 5 15.MNgh Nbd7 16.Be2 is unclear]
10.Be2 Bh7 11.Rd1 Qb6 12.h4 Nh5 13.Be5! NxeS 14.Mxe5 N4 15 hxgs Nxgl2+
16, K11 N4 17.Rh4 Nxe2 18.0Qxe2 Bg7? (18..b47 19.013; 18,.0c7! 19.013 Bg7
20.g6 fxgd 21 Nxgh Rg8 22 Nfd+) 19.gxh6 BxeS 20.dxeS Rd8 (20..b4 21.0¢g4
bae3 22.0g7 RIB 23.h7+-) 21.Qg4! Rxd1+ 22.Nxd] Qd8 23.Ne3 Kd7 24.0Qd 1+
Ke7 25.0xd8+ Kxd8 26.Ng4 b4 27.Kel a5 28516 a4 29.Kd1 ¢5 30.h7 Ke7
31.Rgd Rd8+ 32.Kcl Rh8 33.Rg8 Rxh7 34.Nxh7 Bxed 35.NT6 Beb 36.Re8 1-0

Gawain Jones became a Grandmaster in 2007. He represented England in the
World Junior and World Youth Championships on many occasions and has been
one of England’s highest rated players in 2008.

[Event "2015 Gibraltar Toumnament"] [Site "Gibraltar, British Overseas Territory”|
[Date "February 2, 2015"] [Round "7"]

| White "CGawain Jones, FIDE - 2671")

|Black "John Watson, FIDE - 2319"]

[Result "0-1"]

l.ed NI6 2. Ne3 g6 3.dd Be7 4.e4 d6 5.03 00 6.Bed Net T.Ngel a6 8.00d2 Rb3
9.Rel Bd7T 10.Nd1 Re8 11.NF2 b5 12.cxbS axb5 13.g3 &5 14.d5 Ne7 15.Bg2
(15.Rd] cb 16.dxetd Nxco! 17.0xd6 Qas+ =+: 15,2417 cb 16.dxch Bxe6 17.25 Nh3
18.MNg3 Ni4! 19 Ngd Bas= intending...d5)15...c6 16.dxcét Bxco 17.0-0 d5 18.Rfd]
QdT!? 19.Be5 Qb7 200004 Ne8 21.Re2 Nbo 22.b3 dxed 23.Mxed Bho 24.Mcd
Nbd7 25.Bd6 Rbe8 26.Re2 Qbb -/+ 27.Rd37?! Ngd 28.Ned 1 (28 Nad Nxi2!

20 Nxbb Nxd3 30.0c¢3 Nel—+) 28...Bal (28...Bb7!) 29.Bh37 (29.h3 Nxf2 30.Nx2
Nc5 31.Bxc5 BRxcd 32.Kh2 Rec8 -/+) 29...Nx12 J0.Nx12 (30.Rx12 15 with the idea
3l.ext5 ed!—+) 30...Rel+ 31.Kg2 [3]1.Rel Re2 32.RI1 Ni6—+; 31.BI1 Bb?! with
the idea 32.a47 (3243 Rec8-+) 32, bxad 33.0xb6 Nxb6 34 bxad Bab—+] 31...05—+
32.BeT Qeb 33.Bd6 (33.Qd6 Qxd6 34 Bxdb Nit—+) 33..Nf6 34.R03 Q71?2

(34, Nd5! 35.exd5 Qxd5) 3I5.0xbS?! fued 36.Nxed Nxed! 37.Qd7 (37.Rxf7
Nxd6+ 38 K12 Nxb3) 37...0xf3+!7 38.Kxf3 Nfo+ (38, . Nc5+!) 39.Kf2 Nxd?
40.Bxd7 BfS 41.Bxe8 Bxd6 42.b4 Rhi 43.Ked Bxb4 44.Re2 BdS 0-1
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